[Remifentanil may be beneficial to urinary output under epidural-based general anesthesia].
Remifentanil may be beneficial in patients undergoing abdominal surgery by promoting urinary output. 258 patients undergoing abdominal surgery under epidural-based general anesthesia were assigned to remifentanil infusion at 0.05 microg x kg(-1) x min(-1) (Group R, n = 130) or saline (Group N, n = 128). General anesthesia was maintained with infusion of propofol (2 mg x kg(-1) x hr(-1)), vecuronium (60 microg x kg(-1) x hr(-1)) with nitrous oxide (66%), and 0.5% levobupivacaine epidural infusion. Patient's demography and intraoperative conditions were comparable in both groups. Urinary output was larger in Group R (P < 0.0003), and infusion volume was smaller in Group R (P < 0.0003). Remifentanil-based general anesthesia increased intraoperative urinary output. This phenomenon was observed under epidural anesthesia and under low-dose remifentanil infusion.